SOME HANDICAPS OF THE CHURCH
a decision of which the results must have been
so certain and so tragic.
Another cause of lay hostility is the possession
of secular privileges by the clergy. For the
relief from taxation of churches, schools, and
charitable buildings a case is obvious ; but, if
I mistake not, the principle of exemption has
sometimes been extended to all ecclesiastical
property whatsoever, with what effect on the
minds of burdened taxpayers may be well
imagined. It is the same with political status
like the former " Etat " of the clergy in France.
Clerics in political positions are exposed like
ordinary politicians to the odium of taking
unpopular decisions or the temptation of taking
popular ones which are unjustified, and the
discredit of both will be reflected on their order.
I would not make it impossible for a priest
exceptionally qualified like the late Dr. Seipel
to take his part in the affairs of his country, but
I would certainly give to no prelate as such the
right of a seat in a Second Chamber. His very
pride of place will impair his real power.
Then, of course, there is the accumulation of
possessions. Whether their policy was justified
or not, I do not suppose that the authors of the
Statute of Mortmain were other than con-
scientious Catholics, who thought they had a
real evil to deal with. The question does not
93